Adult pure red cell aplasia following topical ocular chloramphenicol SIR,-Pure red cell aplasia is a disorder characterised by a hyporegenerative anaemia due to a bone marrow failure involving erythropoiesis alone.' This disorder has been observed following the administration of a variety of drugs.2 We report a case of pure red-cell aplasia after topical ocular administration of chloramphenicol, a drug which has rarely been associated with this disorder."3
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An 85-year-old man was admitted to hospital because of fatigue and progressive dyspnoea. There was no significant past medical history and he had not taken any drugs. 
